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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 


The SSHRC thanks you for commenting on the following aspects of your 
activity. Please use additional sheets as needed. 


the number of scholars involved; the countries represented; the value 
of the activity to your research or to the work of your international 
association; results and future plans; new contacts, etc. 


Approximately 120 registered participants (including perhaps c. two dozen 
spouses) attended this conference. Almost one-third (38) were from France, 

15 from the United Kingdom, 9 from Canada, 8 from Sweden, 7 from the U.S.A., 

7 from the Vatican, 5 from Italy, and 4 from Norway. There were 3 each from 
Denmark, Egypt, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and West Germany. Two each came 
from Iceland and from Monaco, while there were single representatives from 
each of Australia, Greenland, Poland, and St. Pierre and Miguelon. 


Overall the quality of papers and presentations was very good, with some 
absolutely excellent though unfortunately some others were disappointing. 
Part of the problem was the heterogeneous professional backgrounds of the 
participants - most were actively involved in northern research in a variety 
of ways but some were simply hobby enthusiasts; most had a very considerable 
background in Arctic matters as they applied to the topic but many while 
very interested, had little background in the area. Personally | should have 
preferred to have seen a careful screening of the papers in advance. 


Four full days were devoted to papers. Too many were attempted in the 
time available, and regrettably some speakers greatly exceeded their time 
available yet there was no attempt by chairmen to close off their presentation. 
Xerox copies of most (but not all) of the papers were provided each participant 
- it would have been better to have distributed these in advance, with the 
speaker then presenting perhaps a 10-minute summary of the paper and time 
available for questions and discussion. Very little time was available for 
the latter except in private conversations outside the lecture room. 


The setting for the conference, in the Vatican Chancellery, was magnificent, 
and a rare privilege extended to the group, largely through the high personal 
regard for the conference chairman, Professor Louis Rey of Switzerland and 
of the Comité Arctique. Several cardinals took part actively in the program. 
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Report continued .... er 


Some of the practical aspects, e.g. slide/film projection facilities, left 
much to be desired. Perhaps because of the ''Latin'' setting and national 
participation mix, it did seem that more time was given over to social 
niceties than was necessary (there were three evening receptions besides a 
banquet), however enjoyable they may have been, and the commentaries of some 
high ranking chairmen seemed unnecessarily long and often irrelevant to the 
theme. At the same time the opportunity of renewing past contacts with other 
northern specialists and cultivating new ones was invaluable. 


On Wednesday the participants were privileged to be granted a prominent 
location and be recognized specifically at a general audience with the Pope 
in St. Peter's Square. That afternoon they were the only persons present 
at the official opening by the cardinal in charge, of a special exhibition of 
ancient Arctic maps in the Vatican Library. The opportunity to actually see 
these rare maps, many of which we have only seen in reproduction form and some 
which were completely new to us, was a most exciting experience. It was 
followed by a private tour of the Vatican Museum conducted personally by 
the curator, at a time when it is closed to the general public. 


Several of the papers at the conference included important new information 
which will be invaluable to all of us in our own research into the north, 
and in our teaching in the case of the academic participants. This alone 
would have made the conference worthwhile in my opinion despite my earlier 
adverse comments. In addition there were other major benefits which | believe 
will be forthcoming to Canada in several ways as a result of my attendance 
at the conference. 


| was able to report on the proposed Atlas of Northern Canada project 
of the Royal Society of Canada, which aroused much interest. Since funding 
for the project is still being sought it seemed appropriate to make this 
information preliminary and unofficial yet. While the extent of the historical 
content in the Atlas remains to be decided, | was readily promised the fullest 
co-operation for any of their material by the Map Librarian of the British 
Library, and by the Polar Historian of the British Maritime Museum - the two 
major sources outside Canada for likely historical maps of the Canadian North. 


The head of the Arctic Section of the Museum of Man in Paris, discussed 
with me the possibility of establishing a joint French-Canadian archaeological 
project in the western Canadian Arctic, where he has already been working 
for several years. He would like this to involve a Canadian university, 
and | pointed out the geographic advantages of the University of Alberta with 
its Boreal Institute, and active archaeological research in Banks Island. 
He is putting together his ideas and proposals immediately to send to me, and 
on receipt | will be passing them on to the University of Alberta archaeologists. 
Hopefully this may lead to a fruitful future program (and a bi-lingual one at 
that). 


Finally, | may be able to assist personally Troms¢é University in Arctic 
Norway in one of its current research projects for the protection of historical 
remains on Svalbard (Spitsbergen). The consultant involved asked if | would 
lend them my photographs taken on Svalbard over 20 years ago (assisted then by 
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a Canada Council grant incidentally) fog duplicating, as they are surprisingly 
lacking in. photographic records for Ny-Alesund during the time that it was 
in active coal production. | shall be sending off my photographs shortly. 


In sum, therefore, | believe that the conference was most worthwhile 


and that the benefits greatly outweighed the deficiencies noted. |! appre- 
ciate the Council's grant which made my attendance possible. 
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